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Dear members and friends of Trinity,
By the time you get this, the New Year will have begun. How are you doing on your New
Year’s resolutions? What? You forgot what they were? Did you write any down? Resolutions
are usually good words that are hard to put into action. I don’t believe they are necessarily
bad, however, because I think God wants us to make them, and not just symbolically.
Okay then; let’s not go around bemoaning our growing girth at the holidays, or worry about
what might or might not happen. I think we should all make resolutions for and throughout the New Year. We
should not make resolutions just for the sake of it, but rather as a way to set our hearts on the goal that we have in
Christ. There is an abundance of good things that God wants to work in and through us in the year to come. This
needs to be the foundation upon which we set our goals; our resolutions are words of faith based on the promises of
God’s Word. But, with all that being said, how do we actually go about doing this?
Let’s take Paul’s advice to the Thessalonian church as an example: “With this in mind, we constantly pray for you,
that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours
and every act prompted by your faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and
you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 (NIV)
How can Paul’s words to us guide our Christian faith in the year to the come? Note that Paul is saying that “we constantly pray for you.” There’s something freeing and encouraging knowing that we can pray about anything and everything, but especially in knowing that God hears our prayers for people. God is concerned for the people we interact with in our lives because he knows how important they are to us. Indeed, how many of our good and bad days
center on our interactions with others? God reminds us that we are never alone in this challenge; rather, the Holy
Spirit would encourage us to ask for God’s help and blessing in all of them. Resolutions are all about prayer for God’s
help for our lives with others.
Note also that Paul encourages us to focus on God’s power and good purposes. We just got done celebrating Emmanuel – God with us. Sometimes, it’s easy to forget the wonder of those words. God is with you personally and passionately, because he loves you. He became flesh and blood to bear our sins and be our Savior, and He is present and
powerful. His power flows through the promises in His Word. So, the best resolutions remind us of God’s faithfulness, his will, and his direction for us in our everyday lives. Think of it this way: We all have electrical power in our
homes, but that power is pointless if it’s not put to a good use. How will you use God’s power in your life in the New
Year? For whom—and for what purposes—would you want God’s power to flow?
We certainly don’t know what the New Year will bring, but let us move forward into the New Year with the good
resolve that our loving Savior will continually keep us in the year to come, just as he has been faithful in years past.
Let’s be forward-looking people, expecting God’s help, love and forgiveness and all that God would offer us according to His promises
in Christ. What would such resolutions look like? Here are some
biblical examples:
Resolve to focus on Christ

The Gospel is all about forgiveness that Christ himself won for us—
His death on the cross for our sins. Sometimes there are thoughts in
our mind that condemn us, but these thoughts are not coming from
Christ. A person might say, “You don’t know my problem. I just
can’t forgive myself.” Nowhere in the Bible does it say to forgive
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yourself. Forgiveness comes from Christ crucified. In 1 Corinthians the apostle Paul wrote, “For I resolved to
know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. This is the heart of the Gospel message
and the basis for any other resolutions that we might make in the Lord. For daily, we must remind ourselves that
we can “approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time
of need.” Hebrews 4:16 (NIV) It was Paul's passion to keep his focus on the forgiveness of Christ. What greater
resolution could there be?
Resolve to inquire of the Lord.
King Jehoshaphat was told that a vast army was coming to make war against him and his country of Judah. But
before he ever rallied his troops or formulated a battle plan, “Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord, and he
proclaimed a fast for all Judah” (2 Chronicles 20:3). The people gathered together and Jehoshaphat prayed earnestly before the entire group. He ended his prayer by declaring to the Lord, "We do not know what to do, but our
eyes are upon you" (2 Chronicles 20:12). Life brings situations for which we have no answers. Regardless of what
struggles lay ahead, we can take comfort in the fact that our God sees our need (Genesis 16:13), hears our cries (1
John 5:14), and knows us intimately (Psalm 139:1). He is never caught by surprise or left without a plan. When
we don't know what to do or where to step, we can resolve to inquire of the Lord and fix our eyes upon him as Jehoshaphat did.
Resolve to rejoice
The year ahead will undoubtedly bring with it good and bad times. So, verses like “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will
say it again: Rejoice!” Philippians 4:5 (NIV) aren’t really talking about whether your situation is delightful or dour.
Why does the verse say “always?” Paul answers that in the next two verses: “the Lord is near,” and you can “present
your requests to God.” So if you make a resolution to rejoice, it will involve reminding yourself daily that God is
near to you and talking to him about the issues that would steal your joy.
Resolve to guard my mouth from sin.
This may seem impossible, but in Psalm 17:3, King David wrote, “I have resolved that my mouth will not sin.” Can
you think of any words that you said this past year that you wish you could take back? Firstly, trust in God forgiveness for all of those times; but then, be open to the impact we can have on the people around us with wellchosen words.
Resolve to guard my purity.
The Old Testament prophet Daniel resolved to keep himself pure. When Daniel made that resolution, he was surrounded by a culture that was replete with idol worship and completely opposed to the standards of the God of
Israel. “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself” (Daniel 1:8). It’s true that our society can be opposed to the standards outlined in God's Word. We're bombarded by images on our televisions or movie screens that threaten to
desensitize us to evil, immorality, and violence. We can't really control the culture, but like Daniel, we don't have
to allow our culture to control us.
So renew your New Year’s resolutions in Christ! Write them down. Paste them on your bathroom mirror. Set no limit to them. And be sure to add this contingency clause: “If I fail, I will not mope around in despair. I will encourage
my heart in God’s mercy, repent, and trust Christ.” Future life is too precious. The possibilities of joyful service are
too great to let yourself be paralyzed by problems that may arise. God’s blessings and a joyous New Year’s to you and
yours in Christ!
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Jill and I want to express our gratitude for the Christmas gift the congregation shared with us. It is a
blessing to receive and give gifts at Christmas, and
we are especially blessed to serve
you and share the Gospel of Christ
with you all!

Trinity Small Groups (from Pastor Shawn)

“All the believers devoted themFellowship encourages all the believers to meet together on a regular basis and selves to the apostles' teaching,
share. What do they share? One, it depends on the group. Some study the Bible, and to fellowship, and to sharing
some concentrate on prayer, some visit the home bound, some read books and in meals (including the Lord's
other share activities together like Sole Hope, concerts, paintball, a Lock In—
Supper), and to prayer…and
any number of things! What all groups have in common is that they deepen our shared their meals with great joy
relationship in Christ and with one another. This is essential. The following are
things that I am conducting. Please contact me if you’re interested in the any of and generosity—all the while
praising God and enjoying the
these:
goodwill of all the people.” Acts 2:42
Adult Bible Class, New Member Class, Confirmation, Youth Activities
(upcoming: Rock Climbing), Prepare/Enrich Marriage and Family Course, Alpha Course.
We have a variety of fellowship opportunities at Trinity, for example, here’s a list of some current offerings:
Breakfast Bible Study at Urbana Gardens(1st & 3rd Thur., 6:30a) Helen Burch
Tuesday Bible Study at church (9:30a)
Pastor Don Ehlers
st
rd
Cottage Bible Study (1 & 3 Sunday, 2p)
Mary Jo Rott
nd
Andrew Colosky
Young Adult & Families (2 Sunday, 12:00p)
nd
th
Couples Bibles Study (2 & 4 Sunday, 6p)
Risë Lange
Risë Lange
Women’s Book Group (1st & 3rd Monday, 6p)
Home Bible Study (2nd & 4th Friday, 6p)
Hilary Rouse
JOY Group at church (3rd Wednesday 11:30a)
Carolyn Meyer
(JOY stands for Just Older Youth—they have a potluck and fellowship)
Women in Mission (2nd Tuesday, 7p)
Gayle Holderfield
st
rd
Jennifer Holhubner
Pieces of Love—Quilting at church (1 & 3 Wed. 6p)
Youth Fellowship (1st & 3rd Monday, 7p)
Jennifer Holhubner

hburch36@comcast.net
ddehlers@comcast.net
mary.rott@comcast.net
amcolosk@gmail.com
riselange@comcast.net
riselange@comcast.net
hilaryrouse@msn.com
jaycoin94@yahoo.com
gh2729@att.com
jholhubner@hotmail.com
jholhubner@hotmail.com
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Elder Chairman’s
Message

I must go on a bit further

Have you ever wondered why things “pop” into your mind? Do you think about how one idea progresses into another thought
or action? Is each day very methodically scheduled and planned out, or do you find yourself pondering how today will be very
different than yesterday? You might consider that we all have days that are very different, and some that seem repetitive and
without end. That “time stands still” kind of day.
The difference between long and short days, is likely our own attitude and perspective. Remember as a child, how long the wait
seemed for a birthday or Christmas? Remember how quickly Christmas 2017 came and went, and how the hustle and bustle of
the times seems like only the blink of an eye? Perspective, experience, stress, knowledge, age and other factors all converge to
impact our perception of things. How amazing and wonderful it must have been for the Disciples to have seen and heard Jesus
in person, every day.
Did time fly for the Disciples when they were with Him? Did their days seem so short that they couldn’t wait for the next one in
anticipation of what new and exciting teachings he would reveal to them? I expect that those Disciples were much like us. They
were from various backgrounds, experiences and had different ideas about many things. They were, however, personally
invited into the family of Christ, by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. They lived & ate, traveled & stayed, walked and rested
together daily for 3 years. They must have had the most incredible relationship and kinship with Jesus.
When Jesus’ time on earth was finished, however, the Disciples were devastated. They were lost and confused. The King of
Creation was no longer walking with them on journeys from one town to the next. However, on the same day that the stone
rolled away from the tomb, two of them were going to a village named Emmaus. (See Luke 24:13-35) While they were talking
and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him.
How often are we in Christ’s presence, and yet we don’t recognize him? Christ is present in all of creation. Christ is present in
the loving embrace of our birth or adoptive family? Christ is present in His Holy Church family. Christ is present in His Holy
Communion. Christ is present in His Holy Word. Christ is omnipresent! Christ is all around us, comforting us like a warm
blanket on a cold winter day.
Christ went on a “bit further” for all of us. That bit further was ALL THE WAY, to the CROSS for our salvation. Salvation that
leads us to eternal life with Christ our Redeemer and Creator. Our final destination, being that special place that He has gone
and prepared for us, with Him in Heaven.
May you experience Christ’s presence and love on those long winter nights, as well as those days that seem to pass by in the
blink of an eye.
In HIS Service,
Kevin Donoho
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2018 Councils and Board Members

Parish Council
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

President—Rick Winkel, term ends 2019
Vice President—Dee Dee Williams, term ends 2019
Secretary—Harry Rouse
Treasurer—Pete and Sylvia Sauer
Property Manager—Dan Roney
Members At-Large
Chuck Reifsteck (one year term)
Sara Sullivan (two year term)
7. Pastor Shawn Boylan—Ex-officio member

Ministry Council
1. Pastor Shawn Boylan (chairperson)
2. Kevin Donoho (Elder chairperson)
3. Brenda Donoho
4. Hilary Rouse
5. Ruth Benton,
6. Jill Boylan
7. Rise Lange
8. Sandy Burt
9. Chris Roegge

Board of Elders
1. Kevin Donoho (chairperson)
2. Jim Rossow
3. Larry Seggebruch
4. Dick Adams
5. Bryan Holderfield
6. Wayne Schmidt
7. Randy Niemann.

“Now there are varieties of
gifts, but the same Spirit;
and there are varieties of
service, but the same
Lord; and there are
varieties of activities, but
it is the same God who
empowers them all in
everyone. To each is given
the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common
good. For to one is given
through the Spirit the
utterance of wisdom, and
to another the utterance of
knowledge according to
the same Spirit, to another
faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by
the one Spirit. . . . All
these are empowered by
one and the same Spirit,
who apportions to each
one individually as he
wills.”
1 Corinthians 12:4–9, 11
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Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank-you for the Christmas bonus. I enjoy serving at Trinity, and hope to continue serving in the coming years.
Brenda Donoho
Dear Friends,
I would also like to thank you for the Christmas bonus. And for letting me serve the church as secretary one more
time! Blessings to all, Marianne

Youth Group, reminder that starting 2018,
we will meet in the
fellowship hall on
the first and the
third Mondays of
each month. We
will meet from 78pm. We will have games, fellowship and
devotions as well. We will start talking
about our goal of attending the National
Youth Gathering the summer of 2019. If
you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me. God’s blessings
– Jen Holhubner

Pieces of Love
We will start meeting again the first and third Wednesdays of each month. We will be starting to have packets
in the narthex for others to pick up and piece together
quilt tops.
We are still looking for donations of flat sheets either
queen or king sized to back our beautiful works of art.
If you would like to join us, please do. We are always
looking for folks to help cut, iron, sew. I myself am not a
master of any, but love the
fellowship that comes
along with doing God’s
work.
Hope to see you there!
Jen Holhubner

Worship Anew is the new name for what was formerly called Worship For Shut-ins. It can be seen every Sunday on
Channel 49 (Cable 3) at 7:30 a.m. and on Direct TV every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Channel 377.
Pass the word to anyone who cannot get out to attend worship at the church. It is very well done by Missouri Synod
pastors in the Ft. Wayne area.
They stay on the air through voluntary contributions.
Pastor Ehlers
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Wee Disciples Preschool News
Happy New Year! Wee Disciples Preschool students will return
to school on January 3rd. We begin this new semester of school
celebrating Epiphany. The students will hear the story of the Wise
Men’s journey to find the newborn king, Jesus. As January
progresses, we will also learn about Jesus as a boy, the baptism of
Jesus, and Jesus calling his disciples.
In January we will spend some time participating in a Gingerbread
Man themed unit and will also take some time to talk about the
books by the author, Jan Brett, who writes a lot of stories about
winter and winter animals. On January 9th and 10th ,ChampaignUrbana Public Health will conduct mandatory Vision and Hearing Screenings for our
preschoolers. On January 15, we will observe Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day with no school. We also have a Family Fun Night planned for January 22 starting at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Our first Reading Buddy time of the new year will be on January 10th at 10:30 am. The students are forming
friendships with their buddies, and they get so excited for this event. What a blessing it is to see the connection
between our church and preschoolers.
God’s Blessings,
Karen Rohrer,
Director and Teacher

Young Adult Bible Class will be meeting the second Sunday of each month right after the
late service. (around 12:00p) The group will be studying the book of Daniel. However,
the first meeting of the new year will be January 21st! Come and join us!

Nov ember Financial Report
Date

Weekly Totals

November Attendance Report
Date

Attendees

Communion

11/26/2017
12/03/2017
12/10/2017
12/17/2017
12/24/2017

$6,252
$13,805
$4,592
$9,807
$14,962

11/26/2017
12/03/2017
12/10/2017
12/17/2017
12/24/2017

174
172
186
163
296

139
161
147
131
100

12/31/2017

TBD

12/31/2017

TBD

TBD

Weekly Budgeted Amount

$7,837

YTD Budget Amount

$407,520

YTD Receipts

$363,764
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TRINITY’S OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD
UPDATE!
As we look forward to
participating again in 2018,
please consider these
year-round gift ideas. For
example, the month of January
is the time to find those New
Year sales on hats, gloves, and
scarves!
Please post the chart where
you will continue with various
gift purchases the remainder
of the year. Thank you!

Women in Mission voted on new officers at their Christmas Party at Maxine Kuehn’s. They
are: Gayle Holderfield, President, Marianne Whitacre, Vice President, Jennifer Holhubner,
Secretary , and Kathy Mueller, Treasurer. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 9,
2018 at 7:00p at the church. Come by and see what we are all about! Babysitting can be
provided but advance notice is required.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1/1
1/5
1/6
1/7

1/10
1/12
1/13
1/14
1/17
1/19
1/20
1/21
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/29
1/31

Richard Kubetz
James Holhubner
Mary Ellen Dorner
Mary Ann Luedtke
Brent Burr
Roy Messmann
Brynn Tsiakals
Mabel Clemens
Kerry Rossow
Karl Strater
Mary Jo Rott
Skeeter Summers
Kay Cook
Kathy Mueller
Tim Boylan
Carol Niemann
Ingrid Ristic
Daniel Mackey
Joyce Bell
Elizabeth Stremming
Bailee Burr
Christine Renshaw
Kenneth Rott
Sherri Voges
Shaun Noe
Phillip Bell
Wanda Werner
Aidan Tsiakals

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
1/15
1/19

Harry & Hilary Rouse (41 years)
Doyle & Tonda Hartle (38 years)

Trinity Food Pantry (gray cabinet located in the Fellowship
Hall) appreciates all the donations given to help support this
great cause. Thank you so much!
We need crackers, pancake mix, syrup, cereal, and
canned peas.

JOY Group will meet Wednesday, January 17 at 11:30.
Come join us for a great time of fellowship and delicious dishes brought by those attending.
Please invite a friend to come with you!
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THOSE WHO SERVE:

USHERS 8:30
10:45

ELDERS

Fred Holhubner, John Steer
01/07

Rossow Family

01/14

Rossow Family

01/21

Rossow Family

01/28

Rossow Family

Saturdays: Larry Seggebruch
Sundays: Rick Winkel (E) Jim Rossow (L)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

CANTORS/READERS

01/07

Jill Boylan

01/14

Risë Lange

01/21

Deb Winkel/Hilary Rouse

01/28

Carol Niemann (E); Sandy Burt (L)

01/07
01/14
01/21
01/28

AUDIO/VIDEO

ALTAR GUILD

8:30 Denny Kane
10:45 Randy Niemann
8:30 Jan Kane
10:45 Brent Burr
8:30 Kevin Donoho
10:45 Phyllis Johnston
8:30 Fred Holhubner
10:45 Chris Roegge

01/07

Karl Newman

01/14

Karl Newman

01/21

Wayne Schmidt

01/28

Marianne Whitacre

Jennifer Holhubner

Pastoral Care
Pastor Shawn Boylan
cell: 217.379.7443
pastorshawn@trinity-urbana.org
Pastor Donald Ehlers
cell: 703.472.3624
ddehlers@comcast.net
Ministry Team
Marianne Whitacre, Secretary
Office Hours: M-F 8:00a-2:00p
Office phone: 217.367.8923
marianne@trinity-urbana.org
Brenda Donoho, Organist
home: 217.586.5865
knbdonoho@gmail.com
Jason Gardner, Choir Conductor
Cell: 317.670.0154
jpg2@illinois.edu
Ruth Benton, Parish Nurse
rabenton1@comcast.net
Sunday School
Jill Boylan Carol Niemann
Allison Allender Nick Tsiakals
Wee Disciples Preschool
weedisciplespreschool@yahoo.com
Karen Rohrer, Director/Teacher
office: 217.607.2096
cell: 217.778.5206
Sara Sullivan, Board Chairman

8:30a Traditional Service
9:45a Sunday School
10:45a Contemporary Service
12:00 Confirmation Class
6:30p Couples Bible Study

28

8:30a Traditional Service
9:45a Sunday School
10:00a Trinity WDWS
10:45a Contemporary Service
12:00p Confirmation Class
12:00p Young Adult Class

21

8:30a Traditional Service
9:45a Sunday School
10:45a Contemporary Service
12:00 Confirmation Class
6:30p Couples Bible Study

14

8:30a Traditional Service
9:45a Sunday School/BP √
10:00a Trinity WDWS
10:45a Contemporary Service
12:00p Confirmation Class

7

Sun

29

6:30p WDP Family Fun
Night

22

7:00 Youth Fellowship
7:00 Women’s Book Group

15

8

1

Mon

9:30a Bible Study

30

9:30a Bible Study

23

6:00 Elders Meeting

9:30a Bible Study

16

9

9:30a Bible Study

2

Tue

6:00 Choir

31

6:00 Choir

24

6:00 Choir
6:00p Pieces of Love

17

5:30p Preschool Board

9:30a Bible Study
10:30a Reading Buddies

10

3

Wed

25

6:30p Girl Scouts

6:30a Breakfast Bible Study

18

6:30p Girl Scouts

11

6:30a Breakfast Bible Study

4

Thu

6:30p Home Bible Study

26

19

6:30p Home Bible Study

12

5

Fri

5:30p Worship Service

27

5:30p Worship Service

20

5:30p Worship Service

13

6

Sat

