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Dear members and friends of Trinity,
During February we begin the season of Lent. It’s generally a time for us to reflect,
repent, and pray as a way of preparing our hearts for Easter. Some people may give
something up during Lent; our preparation can be much deeper. How?
This year Ash Wednesday coincides with a very popular holiday, Valentine’s Day,
the day when all the candy disappears from the shelves and the flowers are gone
from the florist shops. For some, true love kindles images of long-stemmed roses
and candle-lit dinners. For others, the very thought of Happily Ever After brings on a headlong tailspin of depression that includes two men by the name of Ben and Jerry. But I would be reminded of the most lavish display of
love mankind has ever known.
Jesus Christ has proven that he will do whatever it takes to demonstrate his love to us all. He left a sinless heaven to
join humanity on a sinful earth because he loves us. He allowed himself to be ridiculed, tortured and beaten because he loves us. He felt the piercing agony of nails rip through his flesh because he loves us. The Son of God took
the sin of the world and paid the highest price because He loves us. The world doesn’t understand true love.
We each have been created to love and be loved. In Galatians 4:9 Paul says, “Now that you have come to know God”
— and here he breaks his train of thought — “or rather to be known by God.” The point is the power of love: not
merely to know what God has done for us through Christ, but also that we are “known by God.” There’s a huge
difference here to take to heart. I have often been occupied with knowing God, learning about him and loving him,
but to think that God also takes interest in knowing me is a beautiful thought—especially when I consider my
selfishness, pride and failure to do what God loves. When love is attached to knowing God, something happens—a
relationship. Sin cannot destroy it.
God knows me—this is so personally significant. Romans 5:8 states, “But God
proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Christ gave his life so we may be called sons and daughters of the King. This is
love! What incredible, all-consuming passion! To know we have a Savior who
will pursue us, fight for us, and even die for us is powerful indeed.
When discouragement stares at you through the mirror of life, or if temptation
to sin woos your heart; draw near to the one who truly loves you. Place your
heart at the foot of the cross. It is in this place where love brings you in, holds
you tightly, and carries you. The shadow of the cross reflects the greatest love
man has ever known. May its beautiful shadow be a reminder that you are
known by God and, you are loved!
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Trinity’s Vacation Bible School for 2018:
Shipwrecked—Rescued by Jesus!
June 18-22, 6-8 pm
VBS Celebration BBQ and
Concert by the Watoto Children’s Choir on Friday, 22nd
Our most important resource need for VBS is people. God uses His people
(that’s us!) to love children and to bring them to Jesus. Please keep VBS in
mind as you plan for the summer. Teaching VBS with the curriculum we use is
designed to be easy. Everything is planned and laid out for you. Group sizes are
small. We use both teachers and helpers for each group, so no teacher is leading alone. Lessons are only 15 minutes
long.
Of course, we all have different gifts and abilities, and not everyone will be able to teach. If that’s the case for you,
there are many ways you can still help with VBS:
 Begin praying now for the children and families that will be impacted by the gospel message through our VBS.
Pray for God to work powerfully through us.
 Think about people you could invite to VBS and places you could place/distribute advertising flyers. Make a list!
 Volunteer to help with: registration and attendance, providing and serving snacks, running the video and sound
desk, serving in our closing celebration BBQ on Friday.
 Begin putting aside items you may have that we could borrow for the set we will create (see list below)
Our theme this year is “Shipwrecked-Rescued by Jesus.” Our set will have a tropical island theme. Some of the things
we will be looking to borrow or use to create our set are:
 Artificial tropical greenery (palms, ferns, palm leaves, tropical flowers, tropical plants)
 Natural color rope for building a castaways’ shelter
 Carpet tubes for creating palm trees and our castaways’ shelter (the sooner we get these the better, since other
churches will be looking for them too. We could easily use 8-10.)
 Rustic wood boxes/crates
 Old-fashioned lanterns like what might be used on a ship (decorative, does not have to work)
 Tiki torches, clean and decorative (We will not be lighting them)
 Sea chests/foot-lockers/old-fashioned suitcases for ship travel
 Large anchor and chain
 Raffia/bamboo décor (curtains, mats/garland)
 Life preserver décor
 Large stuffed animals or posters/pictures of: sea gulls, parrots, toucans, sea turtles, sting rays, sloths, monkeys,
green lizards, tropical ocean fish
 Sea shells, sand dollars, sea stars, sea glass
 Fish net décor
Questions? Comments? Contact Jill Boylan: jill@boylansweb.net, 217-379-3214
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YOUR LCMS AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS AT WORK
ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN Relief for Human Need Worldwide
In loving response to Christ, the Orphan Grain Train movement encourages and enables God's people to share
personal and material resources in bringing Christ's name and character to needy people both far and near.
OGT is based in Norfolk, Nebraska and has volunteers in 24 regional locations across the United States who gather
clothing, food and other relief supplies for destitute people in 65 countries, including Haiti, to orphanages, schools,
churches and hospitals. OGT also raises money to send relief goods and food where needed most. At the present
time, hurricane relief materials have been sent to Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico.
OGT was started in 1992 by Pastor Ray Wilke of Grace Lutheran Church who saw the need and Mr. Clayton Andrews
who donated his shipping business including trucks and warehouses to OGT. For more information call 877-3717393 or contact at info@ogt.org
Submitted by Ken and Mary Jo Rott

Trinity Small Groups (from Pastor Shawn)
Fellowship encourages all the believers to meet together on a regular basis and
share. What do they share? One, it depends on the group. Some study the Bible,
some concentrate on prayer, some visit the home bound, some read books and
other share activities together like Sole Hope, concerts, paintball, a Lock In—
any number of things! What all groups have in common is that they deepen our
relationship in Christ and with one another. This is essential. The following are
things that I am conducting. Please contact me if you’re interested in the any of
these:
Adult Bible Class, New Member Class, Confirmation, Youth Activities
(upcoming: Rock Climbing), Prepare/Enrich Marriage and Family Course,
Alpha Course.

“All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching,
and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the
Lord's Supper), and to prayer…and shared their meals
with great joy and generosity—
all the while praising God and
enjoying the goodwill of all the
people.” Acts 2:42 (NLT)

We have a variety of fellowship opportunities at Trinity listed below:
Group
Breakfast Bible Study at Urbana Gardens (6:30a)
Tuesday Bible Study at church (9:30a)
Cottage Bible Study at homes (2p)
Young Adult & Families at church (12:00p)
Couples Bibles Study at homes(6:30p)
Women’s Book Group at Lange's (7p)
Home Bible Study at Rouse's(6:30p)
Women in Mission at church (7p)
Pieces of Love—Quilting at church (6p)
Youth Fellowship at church (7p)
Home Fellowship at Boylan's (6:30p)

Dates
Feb 1 & 15
Feb 6, 14, 20, 26
Feb 4 & 18
Feb 11
Feb 11 & 25
Feb 5 & 19
Feb 9 & 23
Feb 13
Feb 7
Feb 5 & 19
Feb 6, 13, 20, 26

Contact
Helen Burch
hburch36@comcast.net
Pastor Don Ehlers ddehlers@comcast.net
Mary Jo Rott
mary.rott@comcast.net
Andrew Colosky amcolosk@gmail.com
Risë Lange
riselange@comcast.net
Risë Lange
riselange@comcast.net
Hilary Rouse
hilaryrouse@msn.com
Gayle Holderfield gh2729@att.com
Jennifer Holhubner jholhubner@hotmail.com
Jennifer Holhubner jholhubner@hotmail.com
Jill Boylan
jill@boylansweb.net

February 2018
volume 4 • number 2
Elder Chairman’s
Message

Life’s a Beach

We enjoyed a much anticipated vacation in January. It was a “driving
trip” to Cape Canaveral, Florida. Like most vacations, they involve planning and making many decisions. Decisions
made both before and during the trip. The usual things like what to see, what to do, where to stay on the way, and
are there any long-lost relatives we could drop in on?
January was so ridiculously cold, that a trip to practically anywhere warmer, would most certainly be a treat. We left
later than originally anticipated, but I like to think that we were better prepared for our journey. We watched the
outside-temperature rise on the dash thermometer with great enthusiasm as we headed south. The comfort of our
warmer surroundings was a welcome benefit, and we could ditch our winter coats and long-John’s after the first day.
There were no unrealistic goals, like getting an amazing tan or going para-sailing. Just the simple things, like sightseeing, interesting tours, some relaxation, trying new foods while going out to eat (fyi – alligator doesn’t taste like
chicken, but it’s…different), and visiting with relatives.
No matter what your previous travel experience, you can’t anticipate everything you’ll see and hear. After we were a
couple hours down the road, we left most of our cares behind. It’s amazing the difference a couple decades makes to
the sounds experienced in a family car. With no kids behind you constantly asking questions, wanting fed or
wondering when we could stop for a break or to say “are we there yet,” it could at times be compared to a mobile
library with piped in music, or a PBS nature program. With that said, we definitely packed way too much with us.
We just can’t travel like the “Globe Trekker” folks do, with just a back pack. I’m not that adventurous.
Our trip allowed Brenda & I to set foot in 4 other states, and gave us a sampling of the sights & sounds of them along
our travel route to and from Florida, and along Florida’s Atlantic coast. While at the beach, we observed people from
all walks of life. They all enjoyed the wind, the sun and the surf in their own way. There were saltwater fishermen
with tales of their escapades to kid’s flying kites. The dog walkers keeping pace with K-9 companions while others
ran for the sheer fun of it. Cyclers and sand castle builders were there to. In the distance a cruise ship faded into the
waves near the cloudy eastern horizon, while the sky above was crisscrossed with jet streaks from travelers and
vacationers near and far.
The quiet times, in observation and awe of God’s creation are my most fond memories of our trip. While the blast of
the horn and the cruise ships setting sail for a new adventure are impressive in their own way, the foreground and
backdrop of those ships is always the most awesome and incredible sight.
Taking a walk on the beach and picking up a few shells is truly peaceful & relaxing. But you don’t have to be a thousand miles away on a beach to experience God’s peace, and the wonder of his creation. Grab your jacket and put on
your shoes. Take a walk. The important thing is to really SEE what is around you. God’s presence is here and everywhere. Even when it’s just you on that walk, you are not alone. Christ is with you every step of the way. Like
Christ’s call to Simon & Andrew, and to James & John at the Sea of Galilee, (Mark 1:16-20) drop everything and
follow Jesus.
In HIS Service,
Kevin Donoho
TLC – Elder Chairman
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Property Management Report
The Property Management Team didn't meet in January because of the weather.
There are a few new white boards going up in class rooms and in the church office to replace chalk
boards and bulletin boards. Old chalk boards will be put in the Rummage Sale to be sold.
Snow removal contractor has done a great job but the wind caused problems for one Sunday morning.
We will be planning a workday in the Spring so if there is something you like to do to contribute your talents to
Trinity, please let a trustee team member know. If you would like to write your desire on paper, put it in the Property
Manager’s mailbox in the office. Anybody can be on the Property Management team, just let Dan Roney know.

February American
Heart Month
Heart disease is the leading cause of
death for both men and women.
You can make healthy changes to lower your risk of
developing heart disease. Controlling and preventing
risk factors is also important for people who already
have heart disease. To lower your risk:
 Watch your weight.
 Quit smoking and stay away from secondhand
smoke.
 Control your cholesterol and blood pressure.
 If you drink alcohol, drink only in moderation.
 Get active and eat healthy.
- healthfinder.gov

Blessing Bags
On Sunday, January 28th between the two services
members assembled Blessing Bags to take and distribute
to the homeless.
The blessing bags include a bag full of essentials, as well as
some extra special goodies. Extra bags are available in the
narthex if you would like to take
one or two.
This is a really practical way to
meet the needs of someone who
might otherwise feel forgotten.
For more information, contact
Hilary or Harry Rouse.

SAVE THE DATE!!!
CPR CERTIFICATION AND/OR RECERTIFICATION CLASS
MARCH 20, 2018 6:00-8:00 PM
TRINITY FELLOWHSHIP HALL

Trinity’s LWML group, Women in Mission, are meeting February 13 at 7:00p at the
church. Hostesses for the month are Kathy Mueller and Jennifer Holhubner, with Jennifer
also giving the devotion.
The program topic is Invite a Guest: WMIU LWML 101: The Basics. Members are
encouraged to invite a guest as we explore the Women in Mission University , LWML 101
course. Discussion will include who we are, what we do, and where we are going. ALL women of the congregation are
invited to attend!
If you need a babysitter, let us know by February 9 and we will have one available. Join us in serving
the Lord as His Women In Mission! Call Marianne at 217-840-0826 (or the church office) for
more information.
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Pieces of Love
Thank you everyone for your support of our little quilting group. We have been having so much fun going through all of the
donated fabric and planning out the next quilt top. We are still in need of flat sheets
at least Queen or King sized. And it doesn’t matter if printed or not. They make for
some beautiful quilts!!
We have started putting quilt top kits together and have them on the table in the Narthex. Please sign out if you take one. Mary Jo Rott has been one busy bee over the
holidays, cutting out over 600 squares to be sewn
together.
Are you interested in joining us for even an evening or two? Please DO!! We meet the first and third
Wednesdays of each month. Although we will be on break during the Lent season.
Keep an eye out as well, we will be hosting an afternoon to come and help us with tie blankets and quilt tops!!
Thank you so much – God’s Blessings – Jen Holhubner

Tuesday Bible Study

Youth Group
Bring a friend or two!! Looking to have a blast learning
more about the upcoming
2019 National Youth Gathering in Minnesota! We will have games, snacks and loads
of information to share.
Our next meeting will be Monday, February 5th from 78 pm. We will plan to meet the first and third Mondays
of each month in the Fellowship Hall.
I look forward to seeing you all there!

We will be meeting the following
dates in February:
February 6 Tuesday
February 14 Wednesday
February 20 Tuesday
February 27 Tuesday
Please note the change of day on February 14.
Thankyou.

God’s blessings – Jen Holhubner
Pastor Ehlers
Former Lutheran Hour speaker Reverend Gregory Seltz and Congressman
John Shimkus will team up to help us discover the challenges and opportunities
of being God’s people in the Culture today. Together they will talk about the
unique challenges that modern culture and politics are presenting to the church
and how God’s people can respond.
10:30 AM Saturday
March 17, 2018
St John Lutheran
509 S Mattis Ave, Champaign, IL
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Wee Disciples Preschool News
Starting on February 1st, we begin our 2018-19 school year
registration process for current students and Trinity families.
This year the registration fee in February is $25 for current
students and Trinity families. If you know of any families
with preschool age children who may be interested in our
preschool program, please share with them that registration
has begun. Registration flyers and program brochures are
available right outside the preschool classroom. I am happy
to answer any questions that families may have regarding our
program. Please do not hesitate to contact me via email at weedisciplespreschool@yahoo.com. Registration is open
to the community starting on March 1, 2018 with a registration fee of $50.
February at Wee Disciples will be filled with the study of Jesus and his ministry. We will share that “We love, because
God first loved us.” 1 John 4:19. February is a celebration in sharing the love of Jesus and God with others as we
celebrate Valentine’s Day with class parties on February 13 and 14. Our February Chapel with Pastor Shawn is
scheduled for February 21 and 22. The students really enjoy their time spent with Pastor Shawn in the church
sanctuary. On February 16 there is no school and on February 19th, we will celebrate Presidents with no school. Then
we will end the month with a Family Fun Night for the T/Th class on February 27rd starting at 6:30 pm.
Our next Reading Buddy time will be on February 7 at 10:30 am. The students are forming friendships with their
buddies, and they get so excited for this event. What a blessing it is to see the connection between our church and
preschoolers.
Sharing God’s love,
Karen Rohrer

Director and Teacher

JOY Group will NOT meet in
February. The group will meet in
March.
January Financial Report
Date

Weekly Totals

01/07/2018
01/14/2018
01/21/2018
01/28/2018
Weekly Budgeted Amount

$10,200
$4,454
$6,221
$5,363
$7,746

YTD Budget Amount

$30,983

YTD Receipts

$26,238

January Attendance Report
Date

01/07/2018
01/14/2018
01/21/2018
01/28/2018

Attendees

Communion

169
192
177
163

135
150
136
149
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TRINITY’S OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE!
As we look forward to participating again in 2018, please consider these year-round gift ideas. Please post the chart
where you will continue with various gift purchases the remainder of the year. Thank you!
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
2/2
2/6

2/7
2/9
2/12
2/17
2/18
2/19
2/20
2/24
2/27

Robert McColley
Michael Ducey
Gary Koester
Linda Lindsay
Megan Althoff
Jeanne Umphenour
Elizabeth Knocke

2/4
2/10
2/14

Jim & Barbara Albers (39 yrs)
Ernest & Jerilyn Parks (40 yrs)
Jennifer & Fredrick Holhubner Jr (31 yrs)
William & Jeanne Umphenour (26 yrs)

Nicole Summers
Betty Strom
Seth Bull
Cody Witte
Chris Roegge
Laura Wetherell
Jan Brooks

Lent is upon us! As is custom we will have Wednesday
evening dinner at 6:00 pm
before each Lenten service
that begins at 7:00 pm. This
is a great time to connect and
have fellowship with our
church family. We hope you come on out and join us! The
schedule for those preparing meals this year is as follows:
2/14
2/21
2/28
3/07
3/14
3/21

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Ministry Council
Women in Mission
Parish Council
Preschool Board
Potluck
Jenn Holhubner and Hilary Rouse

March 29
March 30
March 31
April 1

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Saturday Evening Service
Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service
Easter Breakfast/Egg Hunt
Easter Sunday Service

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:30pm
7:00am
8:15am
10:00am
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THOSE WHO SERVE:
USHERS 8:30

10:45

2/4 Fred Holhubner, John Steer
2/11 The Tsiakals Family
2/18 Fred Holhubner, John Steer
2/25 The Tsiakals Family
2/4 Debasai & Yosef Stifanos
2/11 Brent & Blake Burr
2/18 Debasai Stifanos & Desit Tecle
2/25 Randy Niemann & Fred Holhubner, Jr.
Saturdays: Richard Adams

ELDERS

Sundays: Wayne Schmidt (E)
Bryan Holderfield (L)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 2/4
2/11
2/18
2/25
CANTORS/READERS

AUDIO/VIDEO

Jill Boylan
Risë Lange
Deb Winkel/Hilary Rouse
Carol Niemann (E) Sandy Burt (L)

2/4 8:30 Donna Schaal
10:45 Karen Rohrer
2/11 8:30 David Kuehn
10:45 Brent Burr
2/18 8:30 David Lange
10:45 Phyllis Johnston
2/25 8:30 Risë Lange
10:45 Randy Niemann
2/4 Chris Roegge
2/11 Chris Roegge
2/18 Chris Roegge
2/25 Marianne Whitacre

ALTAR GUILD

John & Susan Sheppelman

Pastoral Care
Pastor Shawn Boylan
cell: 217.379.7443
pastorshawn@trinity-urbana.org
Pastor Donald Ehlers
cell: 703.472.3624
ddehlers@comcast.net
Ministry Team
Marianne Whitacre, Secretary
Office Hours: M-F 8:00a-2:00p
Office phone: 217.367.8923
marianne@trinity-urbana.org
Brenda Donoho, Organist
home: 217.586.5865
knbdonoho@gmail.com
Jason Gardner, Choir Conductor
Cell: 317.670.0154
jpg2@illinois.edu
Ruth Benton, Parish Nurse
rabenton1@comcast.net
Sunday School
Jill Boylan Carol Niemann
Allison Allender Nick Tsiakals
Wee Disciples Preschool
weedisciplespreschool@yahoo.com
Karen Rohrer, Director/Teacher
office: 217.607.2096
cell: 217.778.5206
Sara Sullivan, Board Chairman

Traditional Service
Sunday School
Trinity WDWS
Contemporary Service
Confirmation Class
Cottage Bible Study

Traditional Service
Sunday School
Contemporary Service
Confirmation Class
Young Adult Bible Study
Couples Bible Study

Traditional Service
Sunday School
Trinity WDWS
Contemporary Service
Confirmation Class
Cottage Bible Study

Traditional Service
Sunday School/BP√
Contemporary Service
Confirmation Class
Couples Bible Study

4
8:30a
9:45a
10:00a
10:45a
12:00p
2:00p

11
8:30a
9:45a
10:45a
12:00
12:00p
6:30p

18
8:30a
9:45a
10:00a
10:45a
12:00p
2:00p

25
8:30a
9:45a
10:45a
12:00
6:30p

Sun

6:30p WDP Fun Night
6:30p Home Fellowship

27
9:30a Bible Study

6:00p Parish Council
6:30p Home Fellowship

5:30p Property Management
7:00p Youth Fellowship
7:00p Women’s Book Group

26

20 NEWSLETTER ITEMS
9:30a Bible Study

19

6:30p Home Fellowship
7:00p LWML-WIM

13

5:45p Choir
6:00p Lenten Dinner
7:00p Lenten Service

28

5:45p Choir
6:00p Lenten Dinner
7:00p Lenten Service

6:00p Elders

22

6:30p Girl Scouts

5:45p Choir
6:00p Lenten Dinner
7:00p Lenten Service
21

15
6:30a Breakfast Bible Study

5:30p Preschool Board
6:30p Girl Scouts

8

1
6:30a Breakfast Bible Study
6:30p Girl Scouts

Thu

14
9:30a Bible Study

6:00p Choir
6:00p Pieces of Love

6:30p Home Fellowship

7:00p Youth Fellowship
7:00p Women’s Book Group

12

7
10:30a Reading Buddies

Wed

6
9:30a Bible Study

Tue

5

Mon

6:30p Home Bible Study

23

16

6:30p Home Bible Study

9

2

Fri

5:30p Worship Service

24

5:30p Worship Service

17

5:30p Worship Service

10

3
5:30p Worship Service

Sat
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