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Dear Friends in Christ,
The Epistle readings in July and August are from the New Testament book of Ephesians. From our Epistle reading a
few weeks ago:
“In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of
his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory” Ephesians 1:11-14 (NIV)
God’s great desire for his people in Christ is that we feel secure in his love
and in his power. Everything else in life may be unstable at times—our
health, our family, our job, our education, our society, our world. When we
lived in California, we tried not to think about that fact that an earthquake
could happen at any time. Having experienced a few strong quakes, we
knew that there’s really not a whole lot one can do, but just hope the building holds together.
So let’s make sure we don’t miss a key point of saving faith. When you were
baptized into Christ, you were brought into a very special relationship with
God. It’s a truly beautiful thought that everything that God does is to the
praise of His glory, and the text above speaks to “those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.”
The apostle Paul suffered many things. When the Lord Jesus called him, He said that Paul “ is my chosen instrument
to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must
suffer for my name” Acts 9:15-16 (NIV). Indeed, in the beginning of 2 Corinthians, Paul reflects on some of the issues that he had recently gone through and he shared what God wanted him to learn: “We were under great pressure,
far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9 Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But
this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead” 2 Corinthians 1:8b-9 (NIV)
It would be a terrible misunderstanding if we thought that God would do anything to threaten our security. Exactly
the opposite is the case. Sin is what you do when you replace security in God with other things. If you establish your
security in your health, you will feel threatened or challenged at times. If you find your security in your family or job
or money or education, you will feel uneasy and threatened. And in threatening all these poor foundations of security, God’s Spirit drives us to the security of Christ.
There are two wonderful words in this section of Ephesians that establish security in God’s love and power: the
words “sealed,” and the word “guarantee.” The word “sealed” has an essential meaning of security and authenticity.
When Jesus was put in the tomb, the Jewish leaders remembered that Jesus said he would rise after three days
(Matthew 27:62-64). So they wanted the Roman governor to put his seal on the tomb and placed armed guards
around it. If anybody were to break into this tomb they would have to answer to the Roman Authorities.
(continued on the next page)
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What this means is that God has put His seal on our lives, and obviously, this means that we are absolutely safe and
secure in Him. But also keep in mind that the seal of the Spirit is meant to be visible and real and not a fake. According
to God’s plan, the world is supposed to see Him in us! We should think very deeply about this. I know none of us are
perfect in this, but are we asking for God to help us be men, women, boys and girls that reflect the seal of God’s Spirit
upon us. God in His infinite wisdom has said, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened”
Matthew 7:7-8 (NIV). So let us ask believing that we will receive.
Lastly, the Spirit guarantees God’s determination to bring us safely to Him in Christ. As Paul wrote to the Corinthian
church: “We know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you
in his presence. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving
to overflow to the glory of God” 2 Corinthians 4:14-15 (NIV). Our faith in Christ communicates to people that we have
a hope beyond this world. It says that we rest securely on the forgiveness and fellowship that we have with God in
Christ. One time in Namibia, my son and I, along with a friend were detained at a police checkpoint. Police checkpoints are a normal feature when traveling on the highways in many countries. In this case, there was a rather dogged
immigration officer present, who demanded our paperwork, and she was prepared to take us downtown if we could
not produce it. The compromise reached was to leave my son while I went the 10 minutes or so home to get our paperwork. Thank God that our friend, who was a Namibian citizen, stayed with my son to make sure that nothing untoward would happen to him. Everyone waiting had to believe that I’d return with everything in order. So it is with us,
we wait trusting that everything is in order, and that everything we experience in the waiting is indeed part of God’s
plan for us in Christ. As Jude says, “But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy
Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life” Jude 1:20
-21 (ESV). I’m reminded of the Gospel song, “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!”
Blessings in Jesus!

Calling All Youth—Save the Date
We’ll meet on Sundays at 12 noon (just after
the 2nd service) with a meal and fellowship
starting on September 9th.

AugustFest is the
word for good food
and fellowship between Sunday services. Come enjoy the
culinary delights served up each Sunday in August.
It’s a great opportunity to invite friends and family
to visit the church.
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My First Convention – LCMS – Central Illinois District

Elder Chairman’s
Message

I didn’t fully know what to expect. I did my best to prepare, including
printing for myself (as suggested in the registration process) the entire
convention workbook. This included all 170 pages of the convention information, reports, nominations, resolutions,
overtures and financial statements etc. The scale of the items to be covered can be a bit daunting. What awaited the
Central Illinois District (CID) Delegates, however was well prepared and required our time, attention and forethought so that meaningful discussion could happen on the convention floor. I believe that the body of the entire CID
was well represented. The Delegates thoughtfully and carefully discussed all matters which came before them.
I’ve been to numerous meetings, conferences, retreats, conventions and similar events. The planning that must have
taken place months in advance was evident. Even when registering, it was clear, that prior planning had to be done
well in advance of the convention, so that everyone present, especially Pastoral Delegates and Lay Delegates would be
prepared for discussions and action.
This convention for me was however, different. The most refreshing yet expected characteristic woven throughout the
convention, were the Convention Devotions. The business of the CID’s two (2) day convention was broken down
into three (3) sessions, and the familiarity of our church liturgy and hymns blended together nicely with this business.
The seriousness of some discussion topics was kept lighter with the occasional light hearted singular anonymously
voiced “Nay” vote, amongst a sea of Yay’s. This was almost immediately followed by the low register chuckles of many
attendees. Beginning and ending each of the 3 sessions, we joined in unison in one worshipful voice to sing hymns,
hear scripture readings & lessons, and confess our faith.
Have I mentioned the theme for the convention yet? Better late than never. The theme of this triennium convention
of the CID was “Nothing Except Jesus Christ and Him Crucified.” The Rev. Dr. Daniel Preus, Synodical Fifth VicePresident presented two parts of his essay during each of 2 sessions, “Christians, Suffering and the Cross.” Dr. Herbert
Mueller, Synodical First Vice-president and Synod representative to the convention, also addressed the convention
about methods to preach Christ in accordance with our convention theme, and later answered questions from the entire assembly.
The Rev. Mark A. Miller was elected to his third term as CID President. The Rev. Rick Milas was elected CID First
Vice-President and the Rev. Mark Eddy was elected as CID Second Vice-President. Most voting was done by voting
keypads. I was perhaps the most anxious about these mysterious and apparently very expensive little devices. The
reason for this concern was that all delegates were informed during the convention registration process that lost keypads would result in a large fee being assessed on anyone that lost their device. I protected mine like a new cell phone
on a New York subway! I can’t imagine trying to conduct so much business and count so many votes the “old fashioned” way. Passing out and collecting paper could have easily added hours to the business of the convention.
We all had the opportunity to visit with exhibitors in the entrance corridor/exhibition hall outside the convention
meeting room of the Crowne Plaza. Various groups, vendors, and other exhibitors including Concordia Publishing
House were available, throughout the convention. The exhibit hall area also provided a nice opportunity to fellowship
with attendees & delegates, and renew old friendships.
While at times, it may be easy to get distracted or even overwhelmed by the business aspect of our church
organization, we must never lose sight of Jesus Christ, our cornerstone. It’s about “Nothing Except Jesus Christ and
Him Crucified.”
In HIS Service,
Kevin Donoho - TLC – Elder Chairman.
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Thanks to everyone who worked to make this
service happen, and also to Trinity's LWML
group for generously hosting a dessert reception
for fellowship following my ordination into the
Office of the Holy Ministry!
Now we are looking ahead to our move up to
Black River Falls (our new address, starting July
16, is: 308 N. 8th Street, Black River Falls, WI
54615)
Thank you for all of
your support
throughout my time
in Saint Louis.

David's June 24th Ordination at Trinity. Pastors.from
left: Bob Frank, Don Ehlers (Liturgist), Larry Bell,
David Shudy, Shawn Boylan (Ordinator), and Terry

With help from some friends, the kids did a great job
during the ordination service! Jenny gifted me the
500th anniversary of the Reformation commemorative
stole I was vested with during the service.

Trinity’s LWML -Women in Mission will not meet in August. However, save the
date for the Rummage Sale, September 23-26 (Set-up) through September 27-29 (Sale).
LWML is collecting school kits for children whose lives have been disrupted by war or
some other disaster. Receiving a school kit is a sign that someone far away cares. Adults in
literacy classes appreciate the supplies needed to learn to read and write.
Each school kit needs the following items:
Four 70 sheets notebooks
One blunt scissors
One 12-inch ruler, or one with centimeters on one side/inches on the other
One eraser approximately 2 ½” long
Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink)
One pencil sharpener
Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
One box crayons, 16 or 24 count
There is a table in the narthex for supplies. THANK YOU so much for your help and donations!
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Interested in a visit to see the
Ark Encounter and the
Creation Museum?
See information below:
ARK ENCOUNTER
1 Ark Encounter Rd
Williamstown KY 41097
Website: arkencounter.com









CREATION MUSEUM
2800 Bullittsburg Church
Petersburg, KY 41080
Website: creationmuseum.org

Group leaves from Trinity for Saturday-Sunday trip using caravan of personal vehicles.
Leave church Saturday morning, and drive to Ark Encounter (4 hr 20 min) to arrive by 1 p.m.
Description says that a 3-4 hour stay allows a thorough examination of museum’s exhibits. Combo ticket for
both Ark Encounter and Creation Museum costs $70 per person [$60 for seniors 60+]. Combo allows Ark
ticket and a 2 day pass for the Creation Museum. There are motorized scooters available for rent for $35.
Parking for Ark Encounter is $10 per vehicle.
Drive to Hyatt Place in Florence KY for an overnight stay. [300 Meijer Drive, Florence KY; 29 miles from Ark
Encounter] Enter ‘creation museum’ code for special discount rate.
Sunday morning drive to Hebron KY to attend church at 10am service: Hebron Lutheran Church. Trip is 7 miles.
Then drive to Petersburg KY to arrive at Creation Museum by noon or shortly thereafter. Parking is $5 per vehicle. Trip is 5.5 miles.
Return home. Trip is around 3.5 hrs home.
Possible Weekends proposed: Aug 18-19; Sep 8-9

Please contact Dee Dee Williams at ddwlmz@gmail.com, the church office or sign up on the sheet in the narthex by
July 31st, if you are interested in joining this trip and tell us what weekend works for you. We will make a decision on
what date works for most and get more information to you.

July Financial Report
Date

07/01/2018
07/08/2018
07/15/2018
Weekly Budgeted Amount
YTD Budget Amount
YTD Receipts

July Attendance Report

Weekly Totals

$6,816
$6,660
$5,848
$7,746
$216,878
$182,658

Date

07/01/2018
07/08/2018
07/15/2018

Attendees

Communion

143
149
163

122
138
142
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Wee Disciples Preschool News:
The start of the 2018-2019 Wee Disciples Preschool year is quickly
approaching. The month of August begins with new student home visits.
This is a very exciting time for the Wee Disciples families and staff as we get
to know our new families better. On August 12th starting at 3:00 pm the
parents new to Wee Disciples are invited to an orientation for the upcoming year. Also, all students and their families will get the opportunity to see
the classroom before the first day of school at the Preschool Preview on
th
August 19 . The first day of preschool is August 23rd for the TTh class and then August 24th for the MWF class.
Our first unit of the new school year is centered around how God colors the world. We will learn about creation and
the beautiful colors around us.
Welcome to all the new and returning Wee Disciples Families!
There are a few openings available in the TTh preschool class and one opening in the MWF class.. Please tell your
friends, neighbors, and family about Trinity Lutheran’s quality Christian-based preschool program. For more
information do not hesitate to email weedisciplespreschool@yahoo.com. Also, please keep our preschool, the
teachers, the students and their families in your prayers as we begin a new year.
God’s Blessings,
Karen Rohrer, Director / Teacher

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD
School supplies are on the list for the
month of August. Items can be brought
to the church office at any time. Please
leave a note saying for OCC. Thank
you!

The following Trinity Small groups will continue to meet this summer. If you have questions, please contact the
church office or the person listed.
Breakfast Bible Study at Urbana Gardens (6:30a-1st & 3rd Thursday)
Young Adult & Families at church (12:00p-2nd Sunday)
Pieces of Love at church (6:00p-1st & 3rd Wednesday)
Home Bible Study at Rouse's (6:30p-August 10 / August 24)
Women in Mission at church (No meeting in August)
Home Fellowship at Boylan's (6:30p-Thursdays)

Helen Burch
Andrew Colosky
Jen Holhubner
Hilary Rouse
Gayle Holderfield
Jill Boylan

hburch36@comcast.net
amcolosk@gmail.com
jholhubner@hotmail.com
hilaryrouse@msn.com
gh2729@att.com
jill@boylansweb.net
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Paw Prints on Our Hearts (from PrimeLife Times, Kathleen Jennings)
Following Sterling down the long hallway at the VA hospital in Danville, I
smiled when I saw him raise his head,
pick up his pace and begin wagging his
tail. We were getting closer to the veterans' rooms and the friends he had
come to see.

Sterling, the Snow Angel Retriever comfort dog, with Harry Rouse and Esther
Traver.

Greeted by smiles and pats on his
head, Sterling nuzzled up against the
veterans and enjoyed every moment of
attention. The veterans and the staff
enjoyed the attention too, talking to
Sterling and scratching him under his
chin. U.S. Army veteran Harry Rouse,
his owner and handler, stood by, encouraging the delightful interaction.

Harry had not planned to become a
dog owner, and Sterling had not been bred to be a comfort dog, but God, in his timing, brought them together for this
most excellent purpose.
Mahomet veterinarian, Dr. Todd Lykins and his wife, Gina, breed and raise Snow Angel Retrievers. They brought Sterling to Illinois from Serbia to be a part of their business. When things didn't go as planned, they began looking for a new
home for this beautiful retriever.
Harry and Hilary Rouse were cat people. They periodically took their two cats to Dr. Todd for care. Harry had recently
retired and while attending Bible Study Fellowship classes, was searching for a way to apply the scripture lessons found
in the study , on the book of Revelation.
Then, one Sunday morning, Jennifer Dahn, founder of PawPrint Ministries, spoke at Trinity Lutheran Church in Urbana, where Harry and Hilary are members. Shortly after · completing a disaster relief training program, Jennifer and her
husband Mike were part of a response team sent to a small Illinois town hit by a tornado. It was here they first encountered a comfort dog team and recognized the value such teams could provide in helping others.
In April 2014, Jennifer and Mike Dahn realized their dream of creating their own comfort dog ministry, PawPrint
Ministries. They coordinate visits of registered therapy/comfort dogs to healthcare facilities, schools, and senior
homes as well as to areas in need following a crisis. They also have specific comfort dogs "with a mission of reaching
out to veterans and their families to provide support."
When Jennifer's presentation ended, Harry and Hilary looked at each other, and he asked, "What do you think? Can
we do this?" "Yes!" was Hilary's reply. Now, they needed a dog, but not just any dog-a friendly, well-mannered, easygoing dog that followed basic commands. Of course, the dog must also get along with their two cats. Which, by the
way, were due for a checkup with Dr. Todd. (continued on the next page)
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Now, you're probably guessing what's coming next. Yes, you're right: Dr. Todd
introduced Harry and Hilary to beautiful, friendly Sterling. In fact, the veterinarian had been looking at the PawPrint website just the week before. On April 25,
2016, Sterling came to live with Harry and Hilary as the result of a kind and generous gift from Dr. Todd and Gina Lykins.
After a year of special training with PawPrint and certification by the American
Kennel Club, Sterling was ready to begin his new mission. The extensive training
was centered on calmness. The goal? Ensure that comfort dogs are not startled by
alarms, loud voices, or unexpected situations. Sterling is regularly exposed to sirens, shop equipment, blackouts, and riding in elevators in the dark.
Harry told me he's not had a bad day since adopting Sterling. He looks forward to visiting with the veterans,
seniors, school children, and patients as much as Sterling does. One of the most delightful visits they make is
to Freedom House at the Danville VA Hospital complex, where one-hundred three-year-old Esther Traver, a
WWII army nurse, currently resides.
"Everyone loves Sterling," Esther told me. For her, she said, the most rewarding part of nursing was seeing
"people responding to treatment and getting well.” How wonderful that a woman who gave comfort to so
many during that tumultuous time in history is, herself, receiving comfort from a loving, gentle fellow named
Sterling.
For more information about comfort dogs, visit www.PawPrintMinistries.org or call (217) 855-6340.

Mark your calendars! Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of youth
and adults the opportunity to come together as a community of God’s people to learn more about Jesus Christ, the
Christian faith and their Lutheran identity.
During the five days of the Gathering, youth spend time together in God’s word, worship, service, and fellowship with
others from across the synod. This event is organized by LCMS Youth Ministry .
For more information, please contact Pastor Shawn Boylan at pastorshawn@trintiy-urbana.org or 217-367-8923.
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AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
08/02
08/03
08/04
08/05
08/07
08/08
08/10
08/12
08/13
08/15
08/16
08/20
08/24
08/26

08/27
08/29
08/31

Jackie Newman
Daniel Messmann
Dennis Stremming
Kristi Garrod
Brian Becker
Will Peifer
Selina Schuldt
Ruth Benton
Nolan Garrod
Betty Albers
Heather Noe
Jeremy Benton
William Umphenour
Deirdre Tsiakals
Landon Hennig
Kathleen Donoho
Kevin Donoho
David Lange
Danielle Timm
Daniel Albers
Rachel Albers
Daryl Witte
Helen Burch
John Steer
Randy Niemann
Karen Rohrer
Ginger Roney

08/09
08/13
08/16
08/19
08/23
08/25
08/26
08/27

Doug & Kathy Bull (32 years)
David & Risë Lange (38 years)
Philip & Vickie Phelps (52 years)
Jeff & Julie Warren (35 years)
Chris & Judy Roegge (43 years)
Maurice & Liz Knocke (36 years)
Pete & Sylvia Sauer (49 years )
Rick & Deb Winkel (39 years)
Clark & Jan Brooks (18 years)
Jim & Kay Cook (30 years)
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THOSE WHO SERVE:
USHERS
8:30
08/05
08/12
10:45
08/19
08/26

Fred Holhubner & John Steer
Debesai & Yosef Stifanos
Randy Niemann & Ken Rott
Fred Holhubner Jr &
Brent & Blake Burr

ELDERS/COMMUNION ASSITANTS
5:30 Saturdays: Richard Adams
8:30 Sundays: Communion Assistants
10:45 Sundays: Bryan Holderfield
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
08/05
Risë Lange
08/12
Jill Boylan
08/19
Deb Winkel/Hilary Rouse
08/26
Sandy Burt (E ) Carol Niemann (L)
CANTORS/READERS
08/05
Carl Wienke
08/12
Linda Lindsay
8:30
08/19
Wayne Schmidt
08/26
Carolyn Wanagat
08/05
Phyllis Johnston
08/12
Randy Niemann
10:45
08/19
Chris Roegge
08/26
Brent Burr
AUDIO/VIDEO
08/05
08/12
10:45
08/19
08/26

Chris Roegge
Chris Roegge
Gus Rossow
Gus Rossow

ALTAR GUILD
Phil & Joyce Bell

Pastoral Care
Pastor Shawn Boylan
cell: 217.379.7443
pastorshawn@trinity-urbana.org
Pastor Donald Ehlers
cell: 703.472.3624
ddehlers@comcast.net
Ministry Team
Marianne Whitacre, Secretary
Office Hours: M-Th 7:30a-2:00p
7:30a-11:30a F
Office phone: 217.367.8923
marianne@trinity-urbana.org
Brenda Donoho, Organist
home: 217.586.5865
knbdonoho@gmail.com
Jason Gardner, Choir Conductor
Cell: 317.670.0154
jpg2@illinois.edu
Ruth Benton, Parish Nurse
rabenton1@comcast.net
Sunday School
Jill Boylan Carol Niemann
Allison Allender Nick Tsiakals
Wee Disciples Preschool
weedisciplespreschool@yahoo.com
Karen Rohrer, Director/Teacher
office: 217.607.2096
cell: 217.778.5206
Sara Sullivan, Board Chairman

Traditional Service
AugustFest
Trinity WDWS
Contemporary Service
WDP TTh Preview
WDP MWF Preview

Traditional Service
AugustFest
Contemporary Service
WDP New Parent
Orientation

Traditional Service
AugustFest/BP√
Trinity WDWS
Contemporary Service

26
8:30a Traditional Service
9:45a AugustFest
10:45a Contemporary Service

19
8:30a
9:45a
10:00a
10:45a
2:00P
3:15p

12
8:30a
9:45a
10:45a
3:00p

5
8:30a
9:45a
10:00a
10:45a

Sun

27

5:30p Property Management

20
NEWSLETTER ITEMS

13

6

Mon

28

6:00p Parish Council

21

14

7

Tue

30

6:30p Girl Scouts
6:30p Home Fellowship
7:00 p Choir

6:30p Girl Scouts
6:30p Home Fellowship

23
WDP First Day of School

6:30p Girl Scouts
6:30p Home Fellowship

16
6:30a Breakfast Bible Study

6:00p Preschool Board
6:30p Girl Scouts
6:30p Home Fellowship

9

6:30p Girl Scouts
6:30p Home Fellowship

2
6:30a Breakfast Bible Study

Thu

29

7:00p Choir

22

6:00p Pieces of Love

15

8

6:00p Pieces of Love

1

Wed

31

6:30p Home Bible Study

24

17

6:00p Cook Out & Home
Bible Study

10

3

Fri

5:30p Worship Service

25

5:30p Worship Service

18

5:30p Worship Service

11

5:30p Worship Service

7

Sat
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