October 2018
volume 4 • number 10
Dear members and friends of Trinity,
What comes to mind when you think of the word “church?” When the word “church” is used in the Bible it’s used in two
different ways. First it’s used to refer to every Christian who’s ever lived throughout history. That’s called the universal
church. Every believer all around the world regardless of the denominational label, regardless of whether they’re in a
church building or not, every believer wherever they are, around the world, is part of the universal church.
But the other way the word “church” is used is to refer to a local
group, a specific place. Like the church at Corinth, the church that
met in Lydia’s home, the church that met in Philemon’s home or like
our church, Trinity, that meets in Urbana.
Almost every time you see the word “church” in the Bible it’s used to
refer to a specific group of believers like our fellowship at Trinity. It’s
like when you were born physically, you were automatically entered
into the human race, but then at the same time you became part of a
family too. You didn’t stay in the hospital. The way that God designed things is for us to become part of a family and for a family to
become part of us. The Bible refers to the church as a family:
“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens
with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone” Ephesians 2:19-20 (NIV)
Sometimes we think church is about “doing” something—but I think it has more to do with “being.” If church is more like
a family in God’s eyes, then aspects of our character as God’s beloved children in Christ—like loving, forgiving, accepting
and encouraging one another would be most important for believers (see also Galatians 6:22-26 or Colossians 3:12-17
where the Word describes “being” in Christ). In the Christian community, the problem is that we can be really good at
“doing” and not so good at “being.”
“And this is God's plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe
the Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God's
children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy the
promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 3:6 (NLT)

Throughout the Bible, it’s interesting that the Lord calls us
to “Be” before he calls us to "Do.” The Scriptures remark
about the righteousness of men like Abraham and Noah before it tells the stories of what they accomplished. Certainly
they stumbled from time to time – we all do that – but their
primary concern wasn’t accomplishment, it was their relationship with God.

The lesson? Who you are is far more important in the eyes of
God than what you accomplish. Jesus said: “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” Mark 8:36
(NIV). As we study through the book of James on Sundays, I’m impressed by how much James concentrates on Christian
character. I’m so glad for God’s patience and love to us in Christ. Let our hearts and minds and faith focus on “being.” For
I believe that will make our “doing” something of real value to God.
Blessing and peace in Jesus,
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President’s Report
Parish Council
September 24, 2018
As we approach the next Voters’ Meeting on November 4, 2018, my message is still focused on the Building Committee. They are:
Ruth Benton
Dean Hull
Dave Kuehn, Chair
Risë Lange
Kathy Mueller
Karl Newman
Chuck Reifsteck
Karen Rohrer
Harry Rouse
Dee Dee Williams
Richard Winkel, Ex Officio
The objectives of the building committee are –
To use the Cornerstone Committee report as a starting point;
To seek advice from the Property Management Committee;
To propose a comprehensive plan to the congregation on our space needs, an estimate of the cost for a building
project, and financing options; and
To bring a report on its recommendations to the congregation for consideration.
The Building Committee diligently preparing key aspects of a building plan, cost estimates, and possible financing
options for a building project. The committee meets again on October 1, 2018.
As I told you last month, the Parish and Ministry Councils will meet jointly on October 8, 2018 to review the anticipated progress report from the Building Committee.
If approved by the Councils, the next step would be to present a report for consideration by and for input from the
congregation at the Voters’ Meeting on November 4, 2018.
The anticipated report from the Building Committee will not be a final report, rather the report will be on the committee’s progress so far.
Under our Constitution, the congregation must approve any final building plan that includes the erection of a building.
In all matters affecting ...the erection of any building by the congregation, at least one-half (1/2) of the voting members
must be present, and a two-thirds (2/3) majority of those present is required to pass a resolution.
Excerpt from Trinity’s Constitution, Art. IX
This means a final building plan can only be approved by a super-majority of the congregation voting in favor of the
plan; then, and only then, would a plan be approved.
Glad to discuss.
Grace and peace,
Rick Winkel
Congregation President
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Elder Chairman’s
Message

The ARK Encounter
The Ark Is Amazing! What took Noah over one of our lifetimes
to build has been replicated over a 2 year construction time. Noah and his family were completely committed and dedicated to
pleasing God and doing what he commanded. It was a century
long, larger than life testament of Noah’s faith. The Ark was also
the only safe haven for all who would give up their wicked ways
and repent. In the Genesis account, only 8 human lives were
saved, Noah’s family including his wife, 3 sons and their wives.
I’ve rarely considered it, but we are all descendants of Noah. (See
Genesis 6-9)

About 4350 years after the Flood (answersingenesis.org), and 2
millennia after Christ’s coming, we still seek signs from God. He told us that never again would he destroy the world
with a flood. On September 8 & 9, 2018 during our rainy commute to and from Kentucky, something occurred to all
of us. The safest place to be during a flood was in the protection of an ark, built to the exact specifications given by
God. Rainfall totals for a 48 hour period around the Cincinnati metro area during our visit were over 10 inches and
counting.
Our group traveled in separate vehicles and after checking into our hotel in Cincinnati, OH, continued south to the
Ark Encounter in Williamstown, KY. It was everything we expected and more! The brochures and even pictures don’t
compare to the experience. It is massive, and contains everything that was needed for the animals and Noah’s family
to live, work, and rest, while caring for all the animals God had brought to the Ark. For a firsthand account of our experiences at the Ark or the Creation Museum in Petersburg, KY just ask one of us about it. Trinity travelers during this
expedition included Mike & Betty Strom, Dave & Maxine Kuehn, Bob & Nina Frank, Dee Dee Williams, Courtney
Boriff, Fred & Jennifer Holhubner, & myself.
I tend to think that Noah and his family were the only ones who did any of the work of building the Ark. It, however,
makes sense that he would have employed the help of others in the region as needed, and as depicted during part of
our Ark Encounter. Only Noah and the other seven (7) were firmly committed to this task and understood God’s plan
for the Ark. (See: Gen 6:13-22) All others wondered what was wrong with Noah. This was crazy! Building a huge 3
story ship, on the top of a mountain! Even the animals showing up 2-by-2 didn’t persuade even one (1) sinner to
change their ways, and repent. Noah’s wisdom and obedience to God’s commands would appear foolish until it was
too late, and the world was completely submerged!
Everyone was impressed by the size, scale & details of the Ark! It is after all 510 ft. long x 85 ft. wide x 51 ft. high and
required 3.3 million board feet of timber. I believe the 11 of us from Trinity, who traveled in the rain to see this recreation, were amazed. It exceeded all expectations! Even today, it is the largest timber frame structure IN THE
WORLD! Entire logs make up main support posts from top to bottom. Every detail was meticulously considered,
planned for, and executed in the construction of the Ark. Feeding, watering and cleanup chores for the animals were
all planned out. Living and sleeping quarters for Noah’s family were also not forgotten. (For more information visit:
ArkEncounter.com and see also CreationMuseum.org.)
(continued on the next page)
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How often do we complain about out chores? Imagine doing all your chores on board a boat that left total destruction for an unknown destination, with only your family and a lot of needy animals on board. How could you do
those chores? My guess is, that you might do them gladly, knowing that the word of God was spoken to you and
your family directly. You were given those chores, for God’s glory! You are to go forth and multiply and fill the
earth with your offspring. You are to raise your family, knowing that he has entrusted his entire creation to your
family. You have been chosen, by God, to do his work.
All was provided for in God’s time, as he saw fit. There were no stowaways on board. Everyone and everything that
was supposed to be saved physically at that time was saved. Human life was saved in body and spirit. This was a
new chapter in our existence. God spoke to Noah and kept him from destruction. Now, God continuously encourages us to follow his Son and turn from our wicked ways. We have so many gifts, freely given by our heavenly father, but we go astray, just like the people of Noah’s day. God assures us whenever a rainbow emerges, that never
again will he destroy the world with a flood. While we know he is supremely in control, he also loves each and every
one of us as his own child. He wants us to remain close to him, and trust
His word and His Son.
May God’s word and the Gospel of Jesus Christ comfort us in our own
stormy times. May we all climb aboard God’s Ark, and enjoy the work
that our loving Savior Jesus Christ has prepared for us. I pray that we also
share the good news of Christ Jesus, and beckon others to accept Jesus
into their lives.
In HIS Service,
Kevin Donoho – TLC – Elder Chr.
Trinity’s LWML -Women in Mission LWML Sunday Come celebrate LWML Sunday at Trinity
on October 7, 2018. We thank God for our Women in Mission group and the missions they support—proceeds from the church rummage sale go to local charities like YoungLives and Living
Alternatives, while internationally, they send quilts and school kits to Lutheran World Relief—to
name a few. Check out the LWML bulletin board for more information or ask a member about becoming involved in
reaching others with the love of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
The group meets October 9th at 6:30p at the church. Pastor Shawn will be giving the Devotion/Quarterly Topic lesson. Then we will be filling the school kits. A reminder that October is also Mite Box month.
Youth Alpha
Youth Alpha is fellowship, food, fun, and growing in faith in Jesus. High School youth,
this is for you! We will meet at 12:00 each Sunday for lunch in the Fellowship Hall, and
then move on from there. We will finish up at 1:30. Led by Ava Collins and Jill Boylan.
Mark your calendars Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity to come together as a
community of God’s people to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Christian faith
and their Lutheran identity. During the five days of the Gathering, youth spend
time together in God’s word, worship, service, and fellowship with others from
across the synod. This event is organized by LCMS Youth Ministry . For more information, please contact Pastor
Shawn Boylan at pastorshawn@trintiy-urbana.org or 217-367-8923.
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Wee Disciples Preschool News:
October is an exciting month at Wee Disciples Preschool. We will start the
month learning all about pumpkins, and then we will move on to learn
about spiders and what scares us. In Bible Time we will continue to make
our way through the Old Testament focusing on some of our favorites such
as Moses, David, and Daniel.
October 3rd is our first Reading Buddy Time for the preschoolers starting at
10:30 am. We are still looking for a few volunteers so please contact me if you are interested. Monday, October 8th, is
no school at Wee Disciples to observe a Fall Holiday. Our classes will take a field trip to Curtis Apple Orchard on the
17th & 18th. Our entire class time will be spent at Curtis exploring the pumpkin patch and getting a first-hand look at a
working farm. On October 25th & 26th, Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held for all Wee Disciples students. There
is no school on either of those days to accommodate the conferences. Finally, on October 30th & 31st, we will have Fall
Parties for our students to celebrate this wonderful season with some fun games and snacks.
Mark your calendars for a parenting seminar entitled, “No more Bullying: Effective Strategies for Raising Kind Kids,”
on October 10th starting at 6:30 pm at Trinity Fellowship Hall. This is a presentation by Real Life Families. More and
more, we hear terrifying stories about bullying. How does bullying start? What can we do to prevent it? How do we
teach our kids not to be a bully nor to allow someone to bully them? This Free Parenting Seminar will try to answer all
these questions and teach practical and creative parenting tools to raise kind kids. Childcare is available. Please sign up
by October 5th via email at weedisciplespreschool@yahoo.com or call 217-367-8923. We are looking for volunteers
to help with childcare for the evening. Please contact me if you able to help.
God’s Blessings,
Karen Rohrer, Director / Teacher

September Financial Report
Date

Weekly Totals

September Attendance Report
Date

Attendees

Communion

09/02/2018

$5,739

09/02/2018

134

110

09/09/2018

$6,586

09/09/2018

157

127

09/16/2018

$5,739

09/16/2018

166

127

09/23/2018

$6,141

09/23/2018

175

136

Weekly Budgeted Amount

$7,771

YTD Budget Amount

$295,299

YTD Receipts

$243,810
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Pumpkins with a Purpose!
Trinity will again be having the Pumpkin Patch fundraiser to support local and
international outreach.
We receive the pumpkins grown on Navajo Indian land in New Mexico, and this
project employs Navajo people. We take the pumpkins on consignment with no
upfront costs. We are not are not responsible for any unsold pumpkins or any loss due to spoilage or theft.
We keep a percentage of everything we sell—last year that was just over $1400. These proceeds go to the Haiti Feeding program, Rural Alaskan Mission work, Operation Christmas Child and Eastern Illinois Food Bank.
This year the Pumpkin Patch will be open October 14th-31st. Thank you to everyone that helped last year! Please step
up again this year—we can’t do it without you! Here some ways that you can help:
The unloading will be the weekend of October 13th-14th ; (whichever day pumpkins arrive) lunch will be
provided. Many hands make light work This is a fun activity for all ages.
Please volunteer for daily sales in the Patch. There’s a signup sheet in the narthex.

Oh, NO! Stress! Stress! Stress! Stress!
No individual is above being stressed, that is what makes us human, but the ability to tackle stress makes one a conqueror. Stress according to The American Institution of Stress is, "a condition or feeling experienced when a person perceives
that demands exceed the personal and social resources the individual is able to mobilize."
Alarm stage: this is fight or flight. Here the hormones are released in high levels which in turns increase the heart rate,
respiration rate, blood pressure etc.
Second stage: Resistance, here the body returns to its normal state, but if the stressor persists the body goes into the
final stage of stress.
Exhaustion: the final stage of stress, this is when the body has used up its energy and can no longer cope with stressors,
death could result.
Stress Contributes and affects life style behaviors that
increases as individual’s risk for:
 Sudden death
 Heart attack
 Diabetes
 Hypertension
 Depression
 Insomnia
 Anything could cause stress to an individual.
What to do when stressed:
 Pray
 Exercise
 Treat yourself to healthy foods that you enjoy
 Go swimming
 Practice deep breathing
 Listen to music
 Engage in activities you enjoy
 Get a massage

Warning signs of stress:
 Problems eating or sleeping
 Use of alcohol or other substances such as sedatives, sleep enhancers
 Problems making decisions
 Persistent anger or hostile feelings
 Inability to concentrate
 Increased boredom
 Frequent headaches and ailment

Reference: The American Institute of Stress, Community/
Public Health of Nursing

October 2018
volume 4 • number 10

Trinity Small Groups and Bible Studies
If you have questions, please contact the church office or the person listed.
Bible Prophecy (9:45a-Sundays) Al Willms—agwillms@yahoo.com
Young Adult Bible Study (12:00p-Sunday—dates TBD)
Cottage Bible Study at homes (2p-Sunday) Mary Jo Rott—mary.rott@comcast.net
Couples Bibles Study (6:30p-2nd & 4th Sundays) Risë Lange—riselange@comcast.net
Women’s Book Group (7p-1st & 3rd Mondays) Risë Lange—riselange@comcast.net
Tuesday Bible Study (9:30a-Tuesdays) Pastor Don Ehlers—ddehlers@comcast.net
Women in Mission at church (6:30p-2nd Tuesday) Gayle Holderfield—gh2729@att.com
Pieces of Love at church (1st & 3rd Wednesday) Jennifer Holhubner—jholhubner@hotmail.com
JOY (Just Older Youth) (11:30a-3rd Wednesday) Carolyn Meyer—jaycoin94@yahoo.com
Breakfast Bible Study at Urbana Gardens (6:30a- 1st & 3rd Thursdays) Helen Burch—hburch36@comcast.net
Home Fellowship at Boylan's (6:30p-Thursdays) Jill Boylan—jill@boylansweb.net
Home Bible Study at Rouse's (6:30p-2nd & 4th Fridays) Hilary Rouse—hilaryrouse@msn.com

LIFE CHAIN SUNDAY 2018
To be held October 7th, along
Kirby Avenue from 1:30-3:00p
near Hessel Park in Champaign.
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Operation Christmas Child is a fun
event for all ages here at Trinity, and it
is a blessing to children and their families around the world! We get the fun
opportunity to buy small gifts for children and pack them into colorful shoe
boxes.
These shoe boxes will be distributed to
needy children through local churches
where they live. Many of these children
have never received a Christmas gift
before, much less heard about Jesus.
Along with the shoebox, the children
are also given a Bible Story Book in
their own language and the opportunity to learn more about Jesus at the local
church. Many children and their families have first heard the Gospel message and become part of God’s family
through this ministry.
Please check out the display in the
narthex for more information as to
what is appropriate to buy, and put
your donations in the plastic bin under
the table where the display is located.
Please save the date- November 18thafter the late service- for the Packing
Party!

The JOY group will be meeting Wednesday, October 17th at 11:30 AM in the
Fellowship Hall for food and fellowship. Please bring a dish to share or just bring yourself. There is always plenty. Come on by!

October 2018
volume 4 • number 10

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
10/1
10/2
10/3
10/4
10/5
10/6
10/8

10/9
10/12
10/13
10/15
10/16
10/17
10/19
10/20
10/21
10/26
10/30
10/31

Lindsey Cox
Besserat Stifanos
Wayne Matthews
Lauren Holderfield
Jim Albers
Janet Boerngen
Etimet Stifanos
Bill Peifer
Juli Boudreau
Kathleen Harvey
David Nation
Scott Summers
William Benton
Carolyn Meyer
Rise Lange
David McWilliams
Ruth Barker
Tammy Cress
Ed Werner
Joseph Umphenour
Bonnie Renfrew
Denise McWilliams
Wade Althoff
Linda Becker
Randa Davis
Kevin Albers
Wayne Schmidt

10/1
10/4
10/7
10/11
10/12
10/15
10/21
10/24
10/26

James & Kerry Rossow (24 years)
Shaun & Heather Noe (4 years)
John & Susan Sheppelman (23 years)
Mike & Betty Strom (38 years)
Bradley & Katherine Ashmore (27 years)
Daniel& Rachel Albers (7 years)
Tim & Sherri Voges (7 years)
Wayne & Lavonne Schmidt (47 years)
Debesai & Senait Stifanos (16 years)
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THOSE WHO SERVE:
USHERS
8:30
10/07
10/14
10:45
10/21
10/28

Fred Holhubner & John Steer
Randy Niemann & Ken Rott
Debesai & Yosef Stifanos
Brent & Blake Burr
Randy Niemann & Ken Rott

ELDERS/COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
5:30 Saturdays: Richard Adams
8:30 Sundays: David Nation
10:45 Sundays: Jim Rossow
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
10/07
Jill Boylan
10/14
Risë Lange
10/21
Deb Winkel/Hilary Rouse
10/28
Sandy Burt (E ) Carol Niemann (L)
CANTORS/READERS
10/07
Carl Wienke
10/14
Denny Kane
8:30
10/21
Dee Dee Williams
10/28
Linda Lindsay
Randy Niemann
10/07
10/14
Chris Roegge
10:45
10/21
Brent Burr
10/28
Stephen Bean
AUDIO/VIDEO
10/07
10/14
10:45
10/21
10/28

Leah Rohrer
Leah Rohrer
Chris Roegge
Leah Rohrer

ALTAR GUILD
Dan & Ginger Roney

Pastoral Care
Pastor Shawn Boylan
cell: 217.379.7443
pastorshawn@trinity-urbana.org
Pastor Donald Ehlers
cell: 703.472.3624
ddehlers@comcast.net
Ministry Team
Marianne Whitacre, Secretary
Office Hours: M-Th 7:00a-1:30p
7:00a-11:00a F
Office phone: 217.367.8923
marianne@trinity-urbana.org
Brenda Donoho, Organist
home: 217.586.5865
knbdonoho@gmail.com
Jason Gardner, Choir Conductor
Cell: 317.670.0154
jpg2@illinois.edu
Ruth Benton, Parish Nurse
rabenton1@comcast.net
Sunday School
Jill Boylan Carol Niemann
Allison Allender Nick Tsiakals
Wee Disciples Preschool
weedisciplespreschool@yahoo.com
Karen Rohrer, Director/Teacher
office: 217.607.2096
cell: 217.778.5206
Sara Sullivan, Board Chairman

Mon

6:00p Building Committee
7:00p Women’s Book Group

1

28
8:30a Traditional Service
9:45a Sunday School
10:45a Contemporary Service
12:00p Confirmation Class
Alpha Youth HS
Pumpkin Patch
6:30p Couples Bible Study

Traditional Service
Sunday School
Trinity WDWS
Contemporary Service
Confirmation Class
Alpha Youth HS
Pumpkin Patch
4:00p Disney Movie Night

21
8:30a
9:45a
10:00
10:45a
12:00p

14
8:30a Traditional Service
9:45a Sunday School/BP√
10:00a Trinity WDWS
10:45a Contemporary Service
12:00p Confirmation Class
Alpha Youth HS
Pumpkin Patch
6:30p Couples Bible Study

Tue

6:00p Parish Council

5:30p Property Management
7:00p Women’s Book Group

30
9:30a Bible Class
10:45 WDP Fall Party T/
TH
12:00p Pumpkin Patch

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

29

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

9:30a Bible Class

23

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

22

16
9:30a Bible Class

6:00p Elders Meeting
6:30p LWML-WIM

2
9:30a Bible Class
5:00p Pumpkin Patch
6:00p Ministry Council
9
9:30a Bible Class

15

7
LWML Sunday
8
8:30a Traditional Service
Church Office Closed
9:45a Sunday School
10:00 Trinity WDWS
10:45a Contemporary Service
12:00p Young Adult Bible Study
12:00p Confirmation Class
6:00p Ministry/ Parish
12:00p Alpha Youth HS
Councils
2:00p Cottage Bible Study

Sun

6:30p Home Bible Study

6:30p Girl Scouts
6:30p Home Fellowship
7:15p Choir

7:15p Choir

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

31
10:45 WDP Fall Party M/
W/F

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

26
WDP Parent Conferences

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

19
Newsletter Items Due

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

25
WDP Parent Conferences

6:30p Girl Scouts
6:30p Home Fellowship

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

18
6:30a Breakfast Bible Study

Fri

6:30p Home Bible Study

12

5

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

6:00p Pieces of Love
7:15p Choir
24

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

11:30a JOY Group Lunch

17

6:30p Girl Scouts
6:30p Home Fellowship

6:30p WDP Parent
Presentation No Bullying
7:15p Choir

Thu
4
6:30a Breakfast Bible Study
6:30p Girl Scouts
6:30p Home Fellowship
11

Wed
3
10:30a Reading Buddies
6:00p Pieces of Love
7:15p Choir
10

5:30p Worship Service

12:00p Pumpkin Patch

5:30p Worship Service
27

12:00p Pumpkin Patch
1:00p Family Fun Day
3:00p Djembe Drum Class

20

5:30p Worship Service

3:00p Djembe Drum Class

13

5:30p Worship Service

6
3:00p Djembe Drum Class

Sat
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